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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 4/1 1/06, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of newly found prior art. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-9, 1 1-22, and 24-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Schmitt (6394353). Schmitt discloses a medical diagnostic 
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system, method, and computer program with means for reading a component- 
specific code allocated to each individual device component to extract, distribute, 
and broadcast the component specific data and controlled by the control 
arrangement (abstract, col. 1 lines 45-60). The system includes a dynamic 
configuration for the plurality of medical diagnostic components with means for 
reading a mechanical, electrical, electro-optical, acoustical, and a magnetic code 
(fig. 2-6). 

The medical diagnostic imaging components such as x-ray, MRI, or 
ultrasound components and therefore the dynamic configuration system is 
operable within a plurality of medical modalities for cross-modality deployment 
(coL 3 lines 6-14). The system allows efficient exchange or modification of 
device components (col. 1 lines 41-44). The signals of the code readers are fed 
to the control unit which transmits control signals to or receives status or 
parameter signals from one or more of the device components (col. 2 lines 15- 
39). 

Therefore the medical diagnostic system according to Schmitt includes a 
plurality of medical diagnostic components, the component configuration data 
distributor, component-specific data extractor and configuration data processor, 
and data extractor to extract the relevant portion from the configuration data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Baisakhi Roy whose telephone number is 
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571-272-7139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 a.m. - 
4p.m.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Brian L. Caslercan be reached on 571-272-4956. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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